clutter buster

Clear

hed

Things getting on top of you?
Clean out the garage or shed
and restore order to your life,
writes CAROL POSENER

ost garages are crammed with
so much stuff there’s no room
for the car. When clutter piles
up, the house can become
home to items that belong in the garage.

When Chris and Karen Jack renovated
their Federation home 14 months ago,
they decided to ditch the garage concept
and build a sturdy carport with storage
at the back to keep the space at the front
of the house open and free-flowing,

The storage arca is the width of a
two-car garage and about 1Im deep. Built
to store equipment traditionally kept
in the garage — tools, bikes, sports and
camping equipment — the area needed
some serious organisation.

Chris, an environmental consultant,

and Karen, a training manager in the
restaurant industry, have two children

— Alexander, 11, and Eliza, 8 — and two
kittens, Shadow and Tiger. They love their
surroundings to be organised.

“It’s Chris’s dream to have all his
home maintenance tools, equipment and
gardening supplies organised so everything
has a home,” says Karen.

First, we emptied the space and cleaned
out the storage area. Chris made decisions
about what to keep and after much fine-
tuning we were left with three bikes, two
scooters, three helmets, garden equipment
such as rakes, spades, shovels, picks, leaf
blower, lawn mower, golf balls, soccer balls,
a football, a blow-up swimming pool, petrol

CANS, paint cans, Car Mantenance accessones,

two trestle tables, a stepladder, fishing gear,
an Esk}r and smaller tools and toolboxes.
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We boughr different-sized

storage bins, crates and tubs to store items
for regular use, such as children’s sports
equipment, portable outdoor lighting and
gardening equipment. We chose smaller,
clear polypropylene boxes to organise
nails, screws, nuts and bolts, and clip-on
storage boxes for picture hooks, electrical
components and light globes.

We installed pegboard on one half of

the back wall to hold frequently used tools.

Omn the other half of the wall, we installed
a patented panelling system complete with
hooks to support electrical leads, bikes,
large gardening equipment such as a

whipper-snipper and leaf blower
and baskets to hold car-cleaning equipment,
scooters and camping equipment.

The two trestle tables had been stored
lengthwise on the floor, taking up a lot of
space. Now we stood them up behind the
central hinges of the doors to the storage
area, making use of the height space. This
freed up the Hoor space so the lawn mower
could have a dedicated spot, at the front of
the shed for easy access.

We used a tall cane basket to store garden
tools that were too heavy to hang.

“It's just fabulous,” says Chris. “I can’t
believe you managed to fit it all in and we

can see everything!™

FHOTOGRAPHS BY JULIE HOWARD
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$12.00, Zenith Pe;{h

hooks, $12.95, Stor:
Crate, $19.19, Storage.

Crate, $24.77, TuffTubbs - ;ﬁf l
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clutter buster

Stora%fution

Tidy up your shed with these smart products
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STOCKISTS IVAR drawer unit,
IKEA: Sydney 02 8002 0400 from IKEA, $149.
wowawikea.com,au

Aero Designs 03 9429 4910

Hmnra:;;ﬂsdt::-laggne wm:u KNODD galvanised
1300 666 616 www.hsw.com.au bin, from IKEA, 549,
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from 511.95.

Hang your wheelbarrows and
ladders with Howard's Storage
World Interchange Hanging

System

$5.

HEMNKE hook, from

IKEA
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Howard's Storage World Ultra Hold wall mount, $29.95.

Aero Designs filing frame, 5150,
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